At National Online Safety, we belleve in empowering parents, carers and trusted aduits with the information to hold an informed conversation about online safety with thelr children, should thay fesl
It is neeaded, This guide focuses on one of Many games which we belleve trusted adults should be awars of. Please visit www nationalondinesofety.com for further guldes, hints and tips for adults.
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WHAT ARE

PUBLIC SERVERS

Jolnln rubllc network (called a

?lo s your child potentiall
Intemm with strangers through text chat.
Some servers focus on building, while
others are dedicated to role~ cying -
encouraging direct player interaction. Anyone
can join public servers and connecting to one
is vedmlvely simple. Publlc server IP addresses

to find with search englnel

GRIEFING

Some people in Minecraft delight in Hm
purposefully damaging or destroyi
another player’s creation. This is oa ed mﬂ
grhﬂng o?d Isa lovm of bullyi ng THT

el
cx erience Yn f": game by dtlotl hours of
thalr work and ﬁm:lng them to start from
scratch. Many public servers heat grloﬂng ul a

and freq n offende

ADDICTNENESS

ulm e and‘(he outcome ‘whm a chil
has buht something new, for instance) can

) are easy ;

y is
be extreme ng. This can make the game
WEI ddl'y ve. lﬁ ogiy to lose track of ti "9:
ng Minecraft, ecutlr:,g committed
ayers to fo about other activities
ko homwork or enjoying family time.

What{Parents{& Carers Need to Know about

MINECRAFT
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SCARY ELEMENTS

Iho vnuol dnlgn and ﬂcmo la! ’
Minecraoft is y child fri Icndlv. so
there's nothin g 00 untoward in the game.
However, some of the ‘baddies’ that' can be

. encountered might prove a little too scary for

very young rloyors In the game, c.rluln enemies
come out at night and are accompanied b
audio - such as zombie moans and skeleton
bone ratties - that may unnerve young ones.

ADDITIONAL PURCHASES

After initially huylng the game,
players can make optional extra
urchases for cosmetic items and other
onuses. Minecraft Realms is an optional
online subscription (requiring regular
ents) that lets users run a multiplayer
server to play with their friends. Most gamu
consoles also need an active subscription to

onobh online play - so online gomlng can
quickly become an expensive ho

RESEARCH CONTENT CREATORS

There are a lots of Minecraft content
creators who release helpful videos about the
ame on YouTube and Twitch. Not all of these,
ver, are sultoblo for chlldnn. Watching these
yourself first is a safe
to find cm)raprlute Mlnccraﬁ videos to share
our children. This also helps you learn more
!hc game [tself, and how your child plays it.

ENCOURAGEBREAKS

CHOOSE THE RIGHT MODE

Seolecting ‘Creative’ or ‘Peaceful’ mode allows
children to play Minecraft without having to
contend with enemies. It's also a great way for
you to g:t used to playing the game with them,
since the difficulty lovol is lower. This allows you
to work together on a long-term pro]ocl. creating
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b Advice for parents & Carers .

HOST A PRIVATE SERVER

The easlest way to find a safe server for
your child to plcy on is to make one ¥ourul’ —~
 serv strangers from ﬂndlng it,
nmﬂmy’vo bnn given the necessary join ng
details. A private server also lets you con rol who's
allowed to enter and - ll necessary - to ban
who t be there, This is the closest

nomo!hlng spocial without the threat of
zombles or creepers damaging your bulld.
~
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equivalent to parental controls in Minecraft.
\

TALK ABOUT STRANGERS

At some point in their lives, almost everyone needs to have

contact with a stranger online. Talking to your child about online

safety, therefore, is essential - as is having a plan in luco for

doolln?owilh un( hostile or difficult strangers. Ensure ¥our child knows
never to tell a stranger about themselves online, ond that they should come
to you straight away if they do encounter a problem.

it's easy for the hours to fly by while your child is playin:
Minecraft, so rommdlng them to take regular breaks is essential.
Thh is a useful way for them to learn good time manu?;. ent, which
:{‘ll benefit from as they get older. twm ullo teach m to play
favourite games in moderation ~ g and

g them to

ge their day better
R e

Meet Qur Expert

Clare Godwin (ak.a. Lunawolf) has worked as an editor and
journalist in the gaming industry since 2015, providing
websites with event coverage, reviews and goming guides.
She is the owner of Lunawolf Gaming and is currently
working on various gaming-related projects including
game development and writing non-fiction booka.
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Users of this gulde do 80 at their own discretion. No liability is entered into. Current as of the date of release: 29.08.2022




